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the Siberian custom., though having lusted no food
since breakfast, Gloinbodski having (as usual) no-
thing in tin* house, wo would willingly luivo dined
an hour or two earl in1.

The guests wore ahvady assembled when -wo
arrived, including our (uTinan friend, who intro-
duced us to all present; Professor Wcrrmofl:, his
newly married wile, a pretty Httlo woman from
Tomsk, in Wustcrn Hiboriu, Onptain OhorkofF, of tlu>
Cossacks, who ovidoufcly thought Madaiuo Wonuoff
it pleasant, addition to Kiukhta society, a Ilussian
professor of music, of mathematics, and chemistry
(the last a German), the poHt-maRtur, and ourselves.
Of tlioKoOhorkoffniul i'lut clitMnist spoke French, the
othtTrt noiiu Avord of anything but Itussian.

WtvnuofT hud u charming house, and evidences of
hifcj wife's good tasto could be everywhere seen in
the drawing-room, into which wo wore shown,
lutrodiictions over, everybody sufr solemnly down
without a word, and Mndamo Wormoff left the
VDOHK J coufoHH I hoped she had gone to see about
dinner, but half-past eight, nine, half-past nine
came, nnd no signs of moving. About this time
Ghorkoll* offered mo a cigurotto, which, more to
wtavo off the pangs of hinigcr than anything else, I
accepted and lit. There was n magnificent grand
piano (by Iflrard) in the room, upon which I was
asked to pcrfonn, and played, wifch as much spirit
as I could mustor, fchu Russian Hymn and other
patriotic airs, but they foil flat, and no wonder.
Everybody appeared to me to bo getting gradually
palor and palor with hunger, nor could I, with any
propriety, get anywhere near R------, who was sitting